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Pipeline Safety

We want to make sure you are aware of our

pipelines go a long way in keeping you and

public officials, excavators and other utility

natural gas emergency.

City of York, Alabama

Natural Gas 2025
Safety Newsletter

Important Natural Gas Facts:

continuing efforts to

keep our community safe. Knowing the signs of a natural gas leak,
practicing safe digging and being aware of proper land use near

your family safe.

We provide safety training for emergency responders. EMA officials,

employees on proper

response to any incident involving natural gas. The safety of the
public and first responders is first priority when responding to a

First on Scene Procedure

e Park unwind of incident

e Establish traffic control approach scene cautiously
 Gas will follow the path of least resistance, including

Smell Gas?
Call

(205) 392-5231
Or 911(after hours)

e Evacuate the area

Know what's below.
Call before you dig.

ALWAYS CALL BEFORE YOU DIG!
ALABAMA 811

The City of York would like to remind you to always CALL Alabama 811 before
digging.
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By locating and marking underground utilities, you protect yourself as well

as your utility service. Unintentional damage to underground facilities during
excavation is a significant cause of disruption in utility services, as well as other
vital service operations. Accidentally breaking a natural gas pipe isn’t just an
inconvenience, it's a hazard to you, your neighborhood and your community.

DID YOU KNOW IT’S THE

LAW IN ALABAMA
TO CALL BEFORE YOU DIG?

=
B

_l(

| o,
L5

i

Important Natural Gas Facts:

e Natural Gas is naturally colorless, tasteless, odorless and lighter than air

» Mercaptan is a chemical added to Natural Gas, giving it a “rotten egg” odor

* Natural Gas appliances should be serviced annually to check for proper working conditions

* To burn, Natural Gas must be mixed with air and have access to an ignition source

» Ignition sources can be anything with an open flame like pilot lights, matches, stoves or ovens.
Ignition sources also include most items with an on/off switch such as indoor lights, cell phones,
automobiles and garage door openers

e Carbon Dioxide and Water Vapor are the main products released when there is complete
combustion of natural gas!

» Carbon Monoxide is produced from incomplete combustion of natural gas! Make sure to have
your natural gas equipment serviced by a trained individual!

Detecting Natural Gas Leaks: Look, Listen, Smell

 Exposed pipeline after a fire, flood, tornado,
earthquake or other disaster

» Dead or dying vegetation over or near pipeline areas
+ An odor similar to “rotten eggs”
« An unusual sound, such as hissing, whistling or a roaring sound

near a gas line or appliance

migration into basement and sewers
e DO NOT try to stop the Natural Gas leak

e If Natural Gas has ignighted do not try to put the fire
out. Buring Natural Gas will not explode

REMEMBER
NOTIFY
911
IMMEDIATELY

DO NOT allow
open flames or
spark producing
objects in the
presence of
unignited gas

DO NOT extinguish
flames of escaping

gas unless a life is
in danger

DO NOT operate
any type of
machinery

DO NOT operate
any valves on the
city installations
without consulting
gas company

DO NOT ring
doorbells,

operate electrical
switches, or use
any type of phone
where unignited
combustible gas is
suspended




